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1. Education in its essence is always the transmission of the basic faith and values of a culture to its young.  Education is thus in essence always a religious concern.  19

2. Every man is called to be God’s walking law.  The law of God is the way of holiness for the redeemed; it is written on the tables of their hearts, and it governs their being.  22

3. The Heresy of Democracy: The justification of all things is not to be found in the triune God but in the people. Virtue means meeting peoples needs, and the democratic state, church and God have one function, to supply human wants.  25
4. The doctrine of human rights is the humanistic replacement for Biblical law.  Man now being regarded as sovereign, his rights have replaced God’s law as the binding force and authority over man and his world.  25

5. Value or morality today is not obedience to God given laws but the pursuit of personal goals without social violence.  50

6. What we today fail to see, and must recapture, is the fact that the basic government is the self-government of covenant man.  64

7. His lordship is total and cosmic.  Not only the church, but every man, every state, every school, and every aspect of life must either serve him or be judged by him.  71

8. Every man who does not live to the only true Lord and God is a tax-dodger. 102

9. Jowett - when asked by a woman what he thought about God, he answered quietly, “Madam, I think the question is, what does God think about me?”  111

10. Abortion has taken more lives than all the wars in history.  112-113

11. Certainly the conversion of the individual is the starting point, but it is the starting point, not the sum total, of Christian faith and life. To so limit Christianity, as pietism has done, is comparable to limiting all literature to the alphabet and abolishing all poetry, history, law and more in the name of the purity of the alphabet.  114

12. Is something unjust if it is given to me as an act of love and grace and I am the grateful present possessor?  131

13. To live with reality is to live with the God of Scripture and his law word.  Any other way of life is living with illusions and evil.  153

14. One of the marks of a sound faith is a life of love.  166

15. Early in the modern era and men chose irresponsibility … the women’s liberation movement is simply the attempt by women to claim the irresponsibilities which today constitute male rights, for themselves. 169

16. The ironic fact is that when men cease to be men they commonly pretend to be men.  171

17. Law-making is an attribute of sovereignty. God is sovereign.  God is sovereign over everything.  God makes the laws for everything.  179

18. The power to make laws is the power to declare things to be good and evil.  180

19. The jurisdiction of the church is a limited one but the jurisdiction of the triune God, of Christ our King, and of the Bible, God’s law-word, cannot be limited.  Every area of life and thought must be under the dominion of the Lord: he alone is truly sovereign.  182

20. Box theology is implicit polytheism.  It says in effect that there is one God over the church, but other gods over every other realm or else, that all realms other than the church are neutral realms. … The idea of neutrality is, of course, a myth. If the God of Scripture is the true and living God, there can be no realm of neutral facts and neutral jurisdiction.  183

21. Thus while the church has a limited sphere of authority under God, the word it must proclaim is the word of the total God for the totality of life and thought. The word proclaimed by the church cannot be limited to the church because, if it is Scripture, it is not the word of the church but the word of God.  The word judges all things, governs all things, and offers hope in Christ to all men and all areas of life.  183

22. Only Biblical law and order, coupled with the regenerating power of Jesus Christ, can alter a society.  184

23. All law is religious in its presuppositions, because it is an expression of basic and ultimate values.  185

24. In any system of thought, the sovereign is the law-maker and thus the de facto god.  187

25. If the Bible is simply mined for salvation purposes (and salvation by such people is rather fire and life insurance from the J.C. Agency) then most of the Bible is ignored.  191

26. All authority is from God and is conditional upon our prior obedience to him, and all submission must be under God and in terms of our trust in and obedience to him.  196-7

27. Satan is a purely spiritual being and yet totally evil … to see spirit as necessarily good is not Scriptural, nor to see matter as necessarily bad.  Both are God’s creation; sin is an ethical, not a metaphysical fact, a matter of moral choice, not of being either spiritual or material.  225

28. Montanists created a “new authoritarian aristocracy of visionaries.”  238

29. The demand for perfection now does not create instant perfection among church members, only instant hypocrisy.  240

30. H.G. Wells: “brave men are men who do the things they are afraid to do.”  We can say that strong men in Christ are men who know their weakness and increasingly rely on the Lord, not themselves.  240

31. The Donatists forgot what the Catholic party knew – that saints can sin and that sinners can repent.  246

32. It would never have occurred to the Old Testament prophets that they should be non-political! They confronted and indicted rulers and kings, as our Lord did in his day.  The word of the Lord, they held, speaks to all men and to every condition.  260

33. Reality is hierarchical.  Modern man with his radical equalitarianism, is unwilling to see that there are gradations of authority and ability in all the world … hierarchy means sacred rule, i.e., authority in terms of a God-appointed order.  263

34. “Born not for ourselves alone”.  Man in his sin sees the whole world as existing for his pleasure to be used as he wills it.  But “man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.”  265

35. We do not become holy by seeking holiness in and of itself.  The Lord is the holy one and we are holy if we do his will. …  True holiness is a dedication to the Lord’s service with the totality of our being.  It is not a concern with our perfection, but a concern for the Lord’s work.  278

36. All law is enacted morality and represents as such a religious foundation and a religious faith about good and evil, right and wrong.  Neutral laws cannot exist.  289

37. We must insist that insanity is an evasion of responsibility.  Even more, it is a flight from reality.  It must follow, moreover, that since God is the absolute reality by whom all things were made, to deny the triune God is irrational and a departure from reality.  Atheism is thus insane, and atheists do not think realistically because they think without God.  If the Bible is true then to deny it and to try to think and live without God is insane.  To have schools without Christ, politics without the Lord, or anything without the Creator is to forsake reality and to court suicide.  291

38. The unspoken thesis is that the child who is not in touch with the state school staff and children is not being prepared to face the “real world”. … For all such people, reality, the basic reality we are all supposed to keep in touch with, is the world of anti-Christianity, of humanism, and immoralism. We are not supposed to “deprive” our children of their time in the sewer.  293

39. The more we live in Christ and by God’s every word, the more we live in terms of reality, with sanity and wisdom as well as grace.  294

40. Workman: “The Christians were not persecuted because of their creed but because of their universal claims.”  Their offence was “this universality of claim, this aggressiveness of temper, this consciousness from the first of world-wide dominion – in a word, all that in later days was summed up in the title of Catholic.”  295

41. In brief, people want religion and they want salvation on their terms.  We can view religion as our life-support system, or as the way to glorify God and serve and enjoy him for ever.  307

42. Over the centuries, virtually all heresies have been hostile to the Old Testament. 325

43. The desire to be one’s own autonomous lord and governor permeates all of fallen man’s being; it infects his thinking, willing and acting.  This is the meaning of total depravity.  Total depravity does not mean that fallen man is incapable of doing somethings which are outwardly good but rather that all man’s actions are governed by his will to be the autonomous lord of his life and realm.  His actions may conform outwardly to the law of God but his reasons for acting rest in his own autonomous selfhood.  332

44. The tempter offered an easier way to dominion and wealth than work.  335

45. James Russell Lowell: “we who by shipwreck only find the shores of divine wisdom.” 341

46. More people are alive today than have ever died in all of history.  346

47. The opposite of grace is not law but reprobation.  The opposite of law is not love but lawlessness.  The opposite of faith is not works but faithlessness or unbelief. The opposite of good works is evil works.  The opposite of love is hatred not law.  353

48. Most people when they talk about freedom see it in radically irresponsible terms, as freedom from controls, from taxes, from moral duties and judgements and so on and on.  In effect, they are defining freedom as freedom from causality, and they believe in a fairy tale world. 356

49. The lust for a risk-free life is all around us.  367

50. Emory Storr: When hell drops out of religion, justice drops out of politics.  369

51. How many politicians are ready to say, “We, the people, are responsible for the mess we are in.  We want something for nothing.  We want to eat our cake and have it too.  We have despised God’s laws concerning debt and much, much more, and we deserve the judgement God is bringing upon us.”  376

52. The homosexuals have come out of the closet and the Christians have entered the closet.  395

53. Political change is coercive change, not moral transformation. Political power cannot regenerate men.  403

54. To expect social regeneration by means of politics is to believe in moral shortcuts.  403

55. Pietistic churches: for them the essence of the Gospel is, “Ye must be born again.”  They forget that this is the starting point, not the essence, for our Lord declares, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.”  404

56. If we do not seek our answers in the Lord and his word, we are part of the problem.  410

57. Basically the difference between all these plans of salvation and Christianity is this: these non-Christian hopes believe that the problem is not in man but in something outside of him, in his environment, family, heredity, schooling, or some like external factor.  Thus, to change man, you first change the world around him.  The most logical and thorough-going expression of this faith is revolution.  It is held that the transformation of man must begin with the radical transformation of his social order … Biblical faith holds the contrary view.  For Christianity, man must be changed by the sovereign grace of God through Jesus Christ.  Then that changed man can change the world.  Salvation cannot come to man nor society apart from Christ’s atonement and his regenerating power.  The dynamics of society from God to man to the world.  426

58. To use ungodly means is a way of saying that God’s grace and power are insufficient resources for Christian action.  It means abandoning Christ for the method of his enemies.  427

59. People who major in inferences wind up trying to be holier than God.  435

60. If it is not plainly written as law by God Almighty, let no man bind your conscience with it.  436

61. Descartes made man’s central problem to be one of knowledge; the Bible disagrees: man’s problem is primarily and essentially sin.  439

62. Is it any wonder with the lust for perpetual youth (or continuing infantilism, take your choice), the attention span of old and young is shorter?  443

63. The question is this: what is the source of order in a universe of chance?  444

64. Three arguments against education vouchers: a) wherever state aid goes, there state controls must follow  b) no more inefficient use of money exists than in any statist undertaking   c) if vouchers, then all groups will be eligible -- humanists, New Agers, Muslims.

65. Do we have money for our pleasures but not our children’s schooling?  448

66. But, complain many, we are over-taxed by the state, have heavy family financial burdens, and are taxed to support the state schools.  It is too much of a burden than to pay for our children’s Christian schooling!  Precisely!  It is a burden.  But remember, although deer and fish are clean animals, they could not be used in the sacrifices to God.  Only those domestic animals could be used which cost a man something in labour or in money.  447-48

67. The Christian and the church must learn to believe, obey, and respect not only the enscriptured Law-Word of God, but his silences also.  455

68. The idea of limited liability leads to socialism in that it does not eliminate liability but simply transfers it from the individual to the group.  463

69. A society which wants good innovations and no risks is asking for the impossible.  It is saying in effect that there must be heaven only and no possibility of hell. To deny the possibility of failure is to deny the reality of success.  478

70. They feel that society owes them the best of everything … in varying degrees this is the philosophy of modern men everywhere.  478

71. Kennedy’s economic sense was sadly in error when he wrote, “When you go to a doctor in Great Britain you pay nothing.”  There is no more costly means of payment than by taxation.  No man ever pays more for anything than when he gets services from the state.  486

72. Politics, of course, is our most fertile ground for quackery, because it is for most people the central area of life.  No old time medicine man promised as much as our quack politicians: cradle to grave security, health care for all, the abolition of unemployment, and almost anything and everything else one can think of.  496

73. His work of salvation does emphatically include our salvation, but it also includes the triumphant repossession of the whole creation.  532

74. What disgusts God should disgust us.  540

75. Humanism … has been a long time developing: it cannot be defeated overnight.  It cannot be defeated by short-sighted people who want victory today or tomorrow, and are unwilling to support long-term battle.  The future must be won, and shall be won, by a renewal and development of our historic Christian liberty, by an emphasis on the fact: the basic government is the self-government of the Christian man, and by the recognition that an informed faith is the mainspring of victory. History has never been dominated by majorities but only by dedicated minorities who stand unconditionally on their faith.  545

76. Judson himself was thrown into a filthy Burmese prison, and with arrogant humour, asked by a captor, “How are your prospects now?”  “As bright as the promises of God,” responded Judson. 546

77. Salvation must be the starting point of all our preaching, but, if our preaching be limited to this only, we are doing two things.  First, we are, like modernists, tossing out more of the Bible.  Second, we are limiting God’s Word only to what concerns our souls, a very humanistic emphasis.  553

78. Sir Robert Watson-Watt: “Man’s Chief End is to glorify Man and to enjoy him for ever.”  572

79. Early American Christians - “active in politics to limit politics.”  572

80. Prayer is our conversation with God … two very good friends can spend hours together and talk freely and endlessly and with pleasure.  It is impossible for us to talk freely and easily with God if we are not listening to him and have very little idea of what he has to say.  God’s side of the conversation is the Bible.  610

81. Brief silent prayers throughout the day … by the dozen should dot our day.  611

82. Some writers have much to say about the “mistakes” in praying, but very simply, the biggest mistake is not praying.  612

83. At every point, man is and must be under God’s law order and he is either under it by grace or by judgement. 676

84. The tragedy of our age is that the church has reduced the Bible to an ecclesiastical or church book whereas it is God’s word for the whole of life and for every institution.  686

85. The triumphant laughter of God resounds over the fall of Babel, Assyria, Babylon, Rome, and all other empires of the past, and it shall resound over the humanistic tyrannies of today.  690

86. Our choice of schools indicates our faith.  If God is left out of every area of life, or virtually every area, then we subscribe to the death of our God, or at least his basic irrelevance to the world.  692

87. Banfield’s identification of class status: “The individual’s orientation toward the future will be regarded as a function of two factors: 1) ability to imagine a future, and 2) ability to discipline oneself to sacrifice present for future satisfaction.”  715

88. A future oriented people capitalise a civilisation; they work in terms of a goal.  They forego present pleasures for future gains.  Their entire life and activity is geared to capitalisation, and the family becomes a major instrument for capitalising society.  716

89. Existentialism is lower class living converted into a philosophy.  716

90. The future oriented, upper class man knows that every act today has implications for tomorrow.  723

91. Intelligent men make decisions because their future-oriented thinking calls for responsible actions.  725

92. An upper class is made up of those who have a realistic and future-oriented perspective; such people forego present pleasures in terms of future goals and plans.  725

93. The lower class man dreams about the future; the upper-class man works to bring it about.  726

94. The lower class mind, the political mentality, is a gambler’s mind.  The key to the future lies in a gambler’s hope, a miraculous break which will reward the gambler.  735

95. To work, slowly, patiently, and under law to establish godly order and justice, to maintain and develop all things under law and with patience, is to assure, not paradise today or tomorrow, but progress steadily towards a world under God’s law.  This is our purpose.  Is it yours?  736

96. For an upper class mind, freedom is the opportunity to plan and work realistically for future goals and to create a personal and social order in terms of those goals.  739

97. Obedience is a future oriented virtue.  Children are taught obedience because they must be schooled into living with reality and mastering it.  739

98. Inability to deny oneself leads to greater unhappiness … suicide is the ultimate in self-frustration … we have today a more affluent society than ever before, yet less capable of accepting frustration than ever before.  742

99. So you don’t like problems, troubles, and frustrations?  Join the babies; you will have lots of company.  And buy yourself a pacifier and go to bed.  Get out of the way.  The rest of us have work to do.  744

100. What people seek in pietist experiences is themselves and their satisfaction or fulfilment; what they seek in obeying the law-word of God by faith is his kingdom and righteousness.  749 

101. Life and progress are made up of a great number of little things; we cover a mile by small steps, and the surest move forward is that small step rather than a giant daydream.  752

102. Haller: “Men who have assurance that they are to inherit heaven, have a way of presently taking possession of earth.”  799

103. Rutherford: “Duties are ours, events are the Lord’s.”  799

104. The man of faith lives in a world of time, against the background of eternity.  814

105. Men of faith cannot tell what the future will bring to them, but they know who brings it.  815

106. But our Lord said, “first the blade”.  Done any planting lately?  Or are you waiting for someone with the right hocus-pocus? If so, you will die with this dying non-Christian era.  Don’t count on us sending flowers.  829

107. No era of history has ever been free of problems and no era of history has ever been governed by majorities, but only by dedicated minorities who have provided direction to others.  879

108. What takes place on television is pale and lifeless when compared to the excitement and development of the world around us.  History is the work of God and it has a good beginning and ending.  883

109. The inability of most cultures to advanced beyond a limited degree is due to their distaste for work.

110. Time is life; it is man’s most precious commodity.  901

111. The future, like the past, will be dominated like those cultures which can work with partners, ability and zeal.  Oratory can command votes, but purposive work commands history.  902

112. The triune God is never absent from history: it serves his purpose, moves to his goal and is absolutely governed by his sovereign power.  The battle is the Lord’s.  969

113. Stampfer tells a delightful story of a relative, an immigrant fresh from Poland, who was at once employed in his first sweat-shop job in the garment industry.  After half an hour he asked the next stitcher in Yiddish, “Please, exactly how much money will buy this establishment?”  We need Christians with the same sense of confidence in God’s possibilities what God commands and requires is much more easily attained than that immigrant’s dream. All things shall be brought into captivity to Jesus Christ, men and nations, the arts and the sciences.  The only question we face is this: will we be a part of that victorious army, or one of the defeated?  977-78

114. The Bible is not a devotional manual nor an inspirational book, but a command word for the army of God.  985

115. In the life of the church, the great leaders have been teachers and the life of the church has been governed by this teaching function.  991

116. Law-making is an attribute of sovereignty; the source of law in any system of thought is the god of that system.  1025

117. The word gospel, after all, was an imperial-political word, meaning that the Saviour-King has ascended to his throne and he reigns.  1030

118. Without law there is no covenant.  The law sets forth the sovereign’s requirements for the recipients of his grace, so that instead of being in opposition to grace, law is concomitant to grace.  When the Lord in his grace made a covenant, he also gave a law.  1030

119. There is not a meaningless moment in our lives or experiences, nor a meaningless, purposeless atom or second in all of creation.  1034

120. The church is Christ’s army.  Its purpose is not to provide breakfast in bed for all members and a social lived for the unsocial, but a faith for life, preparation for battle against the powers of darkness, and a strategy of life for victory.  1060

121. They want every guarantee from the Lord of a blessed life, and then give the Lord a lesser percent than to a waitress.  1066

122. Either the nations will serve the Lord or they will be broken with a rod of iron.  1083

123. E. Stanton Evans recently commented with respect to our liberal churches, that they do not believe in mixing Christianity and politics, so they avoid Christianity altogether.  1094

124. A Christian world and life view … means a work of affirmation and reconstruction, and entrance into the arts, not a retreat from them.  The image of the Christian as critic is a false one.  The true Christian is a builder and re-creator in Christ our Lord; the Christian’s calling is to bring every area of life and thought under the reign of Christ the King.  1102
