Warfare

“the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has conquered” – 5.5

“And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.” – 12.11

1)  There is a war


a) “makes war”  etc  - polemeō (6/7 NT uses), polemos (9/18 NT uses)
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b) armies – 19.14, 19.19


c) conquers / overcomes – letters in 2-3,  5.5,  11.7,  12.11,  13.7

2) The Enemy


a)  Dragon  




Satan




Ancient serpent




Devil




Deceiver of the whole world

(Abaddon)




(Apollyon)




(Wormwood)


b) Other major forces / figures

Death and Hades

Sea-beast

Land-beast

Harlot Babylon

c) More recognisably normal ‘people’




Nicolaitans – 2.6, 15   (people-conquerors) 




Balaamites – 2.14
(people-eaters ?)




Jezebel – 2.20




Falsely-called Jews – 2.9, 3.9 


d) Defeated




Harlot overthrown and burned – 17-18




Sea-beast and land-beast into lake of fire – 19.20




Dragon into lake of fire – 20.10




Death and Hades into lake of fire – 20.14




Those not written in book of life into lake of fire – 20.15

3) The Enemy’s Methods – “deceive and devour”


Lies and violence


i.e.
- convince people (by fraud) that they want to do / be x   OR



- coerce people so that they do / be x



a) deceive



- false teaching / lies 



- seduction to impurity 


b) devour 

- false teaching 

- violence


c) which enemies employ which methods ? 

4) Key truths for the saints  (fill in …) 


a) the Lamb has already won the victory


b) God is sovereign over the enemies


c) the time of persecution is limited


d) God protects / preserves his own through the trial 


e) vindication after suffering is certain 


f) the saints reign in and by their suffering 

5) Conduct of the War


a) do it Jesus’s way – “follow the Lamb” – 14.4, 19.14.   13.14 - sword not work ? 


b) response to falsehood



i) stay pure, obedient 




a) keep words / commandments





1.3,  3.3,  3.8, 10 





12.17





14.12





22.7, 9




b) purity / impurity 





2.14





2.20, 22





3.4





3.18 / 16.15 ? 





6.11  + 7.13-14





9.21





14.4 –Dt 23.9-14, I Sam 21.5, II Sam 11.9-13, Ex 19.9-15





14.8





16.13-15





17-18 – fornication, drunkenness, abominations, uncleanness





18.4 – come out of her





19.2





19.8 





21.2





21.8, 27





22.11





22.14-15



ii) tell the truth – witness

Truth versus Falsehood

Faithful witness – 1.5

False apostles – 2.2

Faithful and true witness – 3.14

Say they are Jews and are not – 2.9, 3.9 

Land-beast  deceives – 13.14

144,000 – no lie in their mouth – 14.5  (see Zeph 3.13,  Is 53.7) 

Just and true are your ways – 15.3

Nations deceived by harlot’s sorcery – 18.23

These are the true words of God - 19.9 

One called Faithful and True – 19.11

Satan bound so not to deceive the nations any longer – 20.3

Satan tries again – 20.8

Words which are trustworthy and true – 21.5

Liars into lake of fire – 21.8

Those who do what is false excluded – 21.27

Everyone who loves and practises falsehood excluded – 22.16

Witness




The testimony / witness (of Jesus) – 8 x




Bear witness – 4 x 

1.2 – John testified 

1.2 – Word of God and testimony of Jesus Christ 

1.9 – Word of God and testimony of Jesus

6.9 – Word of God and the testimony they had borne

11.7 – when they have finished their testimony

12.11 – the word of their testimony

12.17 – keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus 

19.10 – the testimony of Jesus

20.4 – for the testimony of Jesus and for the Word of God 

22.16 – angel to testify 

22.18 – I testify to everyone

22.20 – he who testifies to these things

Isaiah 43.10, 12  44.8


c) response to violence



i) worship
“the overthrow of evil occurs within the liturgical setting.  The consistent theme of Revelation is “worship God” (19.10, 22.8-9, 4.10, 5.14, 17.11, 7.15, 11.16, 14.7, 15.4, 19.4, 20.4, and contrast 9.20, 12.4,8, 13.14-15, 14.9, 16.2, 19.20”  (Barr, Ethical Reading) 



ii) pray (liturgical warfare) 

5.8

6.9-11

8.2-5

22.20 



iii) die – 2.10, 12.11, 14.12




- this goes with “witness”




- all believers as martyrs – how so ? 





- principially




- in will / intention 

- their victory is by the blood of the Lamb and their oneness with that witness

d) endure / persevere in obedient, truthful, suffering witness

“faithful endurance through tribulation is the means by which one reigns in the present with Jesus” (Beale, 201) 


1.9 – the endurance which is in Jesus

2.2 – patient endurance commended

2.10 – faithful to death 

2.25 – hold fast to what you have

2.26 – conquers and keeps my works until the end

3.8 – kept my word and not denied my name

3.10 – kept my word of patient endurance 

3.11 – hold fast what you have

6.9-11 – how long ?  told to rest a little longer

12.11 – they loved not their lives even unto death 

13.10 – hear is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints

14.12 – here is a call for the endurance of the saints

“thus the victory of the Lamb’s army is the victory of truthful witness [DF – borne by obedient people who keep themselves pure, who worship God, who pray for victory and whose perseverance through suffering is …] maintained as far as sacrificial death” – Bauckham, p.79

6) The Form of Victory



a) conquest to life – conversion of the nations 



Chapter 11




- witness to the nations – 10.8-10




- suffering witness leads to 





- repentance – 11.11-13

(look at proportions ! – Is 6.13, Amos 5.3, I K 19.18) 





- the seventh trumpet – 11.15-19


b) conquest to destruction – overthrow and punishment of the enemies



see above  2d) 

~~~~~~~~~~~

“Warfare” – An Exercise

Run through the letters to the churches in Revelation 2-3 and put in columns

a) things which are good and right 

b) things which are wrong

c) what actions are to be taken – what are the imperatives ? 

Then synthesize this to produce action points:  

“what the 1st C churches in Asia Minor needed to do / not do in order to be pleasing to Christ”

How far do these coincide with the study of “warfare” above ? 
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