The Comings of Christ and Revelation 1.7
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Revelation is about an imminent judgment-coming of God in Christ in order to defeat his enemies and vindicate / relieve his people. 

1. Clouds  / the glory-cloud

In general, clouds are associated with the presence of God: (usually ((((( or ((() 
Ex 13:21

Ex 16:10 

Ex 19:9 

Ex 24:15 

Ex 24:16-18

Ex 33:9

Ex 34:5

Le 16:2 

Nu 11:25 

Nu 12:5, 10 

Nu 14:14 

Nu 16:42

Dt 1:33 

Jdg 5:4

1 Ki 8:10

Job 22:14 

Job 38:1 (vv.9, 34, 37) 
Ps 18:11

Ps 77:17 

Ps 97:2 

Ps 104:3 

Is 4:5

Is 19:1

Je 4:13

Ezek 1:4, 28 

Dan 7:13

Joel 2:2

Na 1:3 

Zep 1:15 

Mt 17:5 

Acts 1.9

1 Co 10:1 

1 Th 4:17

“God revealed his presence to his people in the Cloud of Glory.  The Cloud functioned as a sort of ‘mobile home’ for God – his fiery chariot by which he made his presence known to his people.”  (Chilton 57)

· Ex 13.21-22; - guide to people

· Ps 105.39 - light in darkness, shade from the heat

· Ex 14.19-25 - bringing judgment to the wicked

· Ex 19.16-20 - accompanied by thunder, light, fire, smoke and an earthquake at Sinai

· Deut 33.2,  Ps 68.17 - filled with innumerable angels (cloud not mentioned) 
· Ex 24.9-15,  Is 6.1-4 - a revelation of the invisible heaven where God is seated on his throne of glory surrounded by his heavenly court and council 

· Ex 33.9,   Ps 99.7 - from which he spoke to Moses

· Tabernacle completed – cloud enters it – Exodus 40 

· Temple completed – cloud enters it – I Kings 8 / II Chron 5

· See also Ezekiel 43.1-5

Spirit and cloud associated: 

· Nehemiah 9.19-20

· Isaiah 4.4-5

· Joel 2.28-31

· Haggai 2.4-7

Shdn’t be surprised at Acts 2.1-4, therefore

And “be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5.18) begins to make biblico-theological sense and to relate better to Eph 2.20-22

This casts light upon what it means to worship in spirit and truth / walk in the Spirit / pray in the Spirit / be led by the Spirit.  It’s a matter of living in the glory-cloud Spirit environment of the altar-chariot-throne of God. 

Outside of the OT this glory-cloud presence came to be known as Shekinah (from (((((((((((((((((dwell) see Newman and Stewart articles. (Jn 1.14,  Rev 21.3;   I Tim 3.16,  Titus 2.13,  Heb 1.3,  13.21,  Jas 2.1  I Peter 1.11, 21,  4.13, 5.1,  Rev 5.12f) 
2. This Cloud of Glory is in motion – it is God’s Chariot-Throne

Ezekiel 1.4-28


Psalm 18.10 

Ezekiel 10.1-15


Psalm 104.3 

I Chron 28.18

Cherubim – living creatures / wheels / rainbow / sea of glass / cloud / throne / altar

Compare Revelation 4

God hovers over the  waters (and earth ‘without form’)  Gen 1.2

God hovers/flutters over his people in the waste (= without form) at the Exodus – Dt 32.10-11

This because Exodus is a new creation 

God’s wings – Ps 36.7  57.1   61.4  91.4

· a simple mother-bird metaphor? 

· relate to the wings at the altar – those of the cherubim over the ark? 

· if latter then relate to the noise of the angel wings in the cloud of angels surrounding the throne.  God's wings do not belong to him personally but are the wings of the Glory-Cloud angels.  To have the Glory-Cloud over you IS to be under God’s wings. 

· though don’t forget God’s spreading the wing of his garment over his people in marriage covenant love – Ruth 3.9, Ezekiel 16.8,  Luke 8.44

· human wings - Numbers 15.37-40

Thus God has a chariot-throne surrounded by tens of thousands of angels (Psalm 68.17,  II Kings 6.17,  Revelation 4-5)  who form the glory-cloud around it and whose wings make a loud noise as the chariot and cloud move.  (Host around throne like host around the sanctuary in wilderness) 

The whole thing is extremely noisy:   trumpet;   mighty rushing wind;    roaring waters;    a vast multitude;  a shout;   a marching army;   the rumble of chariot wheels across heaven; 
Exodus 19.16-20

Ezekiel 1.24   3.12-13

Ezekiel 10.1-5 

II Samuel 5.24

II Kings 7.5-7

Revelation 1.10,  4.5   5.11   19.1, 5, 6   21.3   etc   

The Voice  Psalm 29.3-9  (“And they heard the Voice of the Lord God traversing the garden as the Spirit of the day and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden”– Gen 3.8) 

Thus far: 
Chariot-throne, surrounded by angels (spirits/winds of fire)  and/including cherubim, glory-Spirit, loud noise, light and darkness. 

3. God ‘visits’  and ‘comes’  

And the Chariot-Throne Cloud of Glory is associated with his visits / comings. 

Psalm 18 // II Samuel 22.1-20

Habakkuk 3  (Judges 4-5 – God as the storm god) 

Isaiah 19.1

Ezek 32.1-16   

Nahum 1.2-8   

Micah 1.3-7

(Some examples of the ‘visit’ language in Isaiah and Jeremiah.  (((((( - 270x - also translated as appoint(30x),  number (110x), punish (50), visit(20). But note that the word used is very flexible and gets used in all sorts of ways  …)

Is 23:17    

Is 24:22 

Is 26:14 

Is 29:6 

Je 5:9 

Je 5:29 

Je 6:6 

Je 6:15 

Je 8:12 

Je 9:9 

Je 10:15 

Je 11:23 

Je 14:10

Je 15:15

4. The comings / visits of God are in turn associated with the Day of the Lord

· The Day of the Lord is judgment day – the day of judicial assessment, the day of reckoning. of decision – Isaiah 2.12-18   Joel 3.2, 12-13 

· It is the day when God visits and comes to evaluate and then to bless or to curse. 

· It is good news for the covenantally faithful and bad news for the covenantally unfaithful.  Amos 5.18   Obadiah 15   Joel 2.30-31  

· Adam and Eve’s experience in the Garden – God arrives as the blinding light and terrifying noise of the Cloud of Glory – as the Spirit of the Day. 

· The Day of the Lord is a day of clouds – Ezekiel 30.3  Joel 2.1-2  (the cloud of locusts as a reverse Glory-Cloud (a curse cloud)), Zephaniah 1.14-15

· So, e.g. crossing the Red Sea was a Day of the Lord – the cloud was salvation for the people of God but destruction for the Egyptians – Ex 14.19-20, 24-25

· Reversal if God’s people unfaithful – Amos 5.18-20

· For Babylon – the day of destruction and the end of the universe – Is 13.6-13, 19 

· Elijah comes before the “great and terrible Day of the Lord” – Malachi 4.5-6 = John the Baptist

· Every ‘Lord’s Day’ as a Day of the Lord

· Fall of Jerusalem as Day of the Lord (day of your anger) – Lamentations 2.21

· Pentecost as Day of the Lord – Acts 2.16-21

· AD 70 as a Day of the Lord

New Testament

· The last day – John 6.38-40, 44, 54
· The day of the Lord -  Acts 2:20; 1 Cor 1:8,  5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Thess 2:2, 2 Pet 3:10 

· The day of God – 2 Pet 3.12;  Rev 16.14

· The day of wrath - Romans 2:5; Rev 6:17 
· The day of the Son of Man Luke 17:24 , 30

· The day of judgment - Matt 10:15; 11:22, 24; 12:36; Rom 2:16; 2 Pet 2:9, 3:7; 1 John 4:17 
· The day of Jesus Christ  - 1 Cor. 1:8, Phil 1:6, 2:16

5. There are various ‘comings’ of Christ in the NT, several of which are ‘cloud-comings’  

1. Christ coming to join his disciples - Luke 10.1 - a perfectly literal, normal use of the word.

2. The Second Coming (in the flesh) Acts 1.9-11, I Cor 15.23-24,  Philippians 3.20-21,  I Thess 4.16-18

3. Spiritual 'comings':  John 14.16-18, 23     Revelation 3.20 - coming to fellowship, strengthen, comfort his people.   (“Lord, come and be with us”) 

4. John 14.3 - some think that this applies to Christ coming back for believers at their death. 

5. One of the most important of all OT passages - Daniel 7.13 - speaks of the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven to the Father to receive a kingdom. This was fulfilled at the ascension.  See also - John 17.11,13

6. Coming in judgment in history: - Matthew 21.40-43; Revelation 2.5, 16. 3.3

· In the OT God ‘comes’ in historical judgments

· In the NT Christ ‘comes’ in historical judgments

· In AD 70 Christ ‘comes’ in the greatest historical judgment within history (bar the cross) 
· At the end of history Christ ‘comes’ in the ultimate, to-end-history judgment. 

7.   Some other key texts which get assigned to one or more of the categories above: 

· Matthew  10.23
16.28
  24.27, 30
26.63-64

· Revelation  1.7     22.7      22.12        22.20 

6.   The Comings of Christ in the Book of Revelation 

One third person announcement – 1.7

Seven announcements by Christ himself   2.5;  2.16;  3.3; 16.15; 22.7; 22.12; 22.20

(And the comings of God: 1.4,    1.8,   4.8,   11.17,   16.5) 

These last two show that “to come” is associated with “to show power, exercise rule, avenge saints, vindicate name” etc

7. The Coming of Christ in Revelation 1.7

1.7 is "a confession or 'motto' that affirms the basic perspective of the book" (Osborne, p.50) 

The theme stated from what we’ve looked at so far: 

“Christ shares the throne of the Father and will – on A/The Day of the Lord – intervene in history, making judicial assessment and executing his judgments – for vindication and for destruction.”

The Main Options  (which, in large measure, map onto the main interpretative positions on the book as a whole … ) 

1. Rev 1.7 is about Christ’s actions in AD 70  (with applications to all history and to the Last Day) 

2. Rev 1.7 is about Christ’s actions through all history (though all history consists of lots of single moments too) 

3. Rev 1.7 is about Christ’s actions at a future single event before the end of history (which may look like AD 70 or the Last Day but is neither) 

4. Rev 1.7 is about Christ’s actions at the Last Day (though it may be anticipated in various ways in AD 70 or through history) 

The Key Questions about Revelation 1.7

1. Revelation’s use of sources

a) never quotes the OT explicitly and directly;

b) as here very very often mixes and merges allusions / images / phrases from the OT;

c) can use the words of an OT passage without necessarily requiring us to expect that his usage will correspond to the OT meaning.  (We do this all the time: "to be or not to be".) 

· an example in Revelation from Daniel 7 is the fact that the Son of Man in Daniel 7 approaches the Ancient of Days who has white hair whereas in Revelation 1 it is the Son of Man himself who has white hair.  We are meant to do something with the white hair – and to realise the Daniel 7 background – but we may well find that the Revelation usage does not match the OT usage

· another Rev 1 example would be the three titles of Jesus in 1.5 which are found in Psalm 89.  The connection is real, the background is important but the usage is not precise. 

· Mounce (quoting F F Bruce): “since John is never in bondage to the source of his symbolism but “with sovereign freedom he bends and reshapes it to serve his special purpose” little help would come from a careful exegesis of the OT passage.”

· Swete: “Our writer, more suo,  takes from each source the features which lend themselves to his conceptions.”

2. There are two OT backgrounds to Rev 1.7

a) Daniel 7.13:  “behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.”

b) Zechariah 12.10:  “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him as one mourns for an only child and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. … The land shall mourn …. On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.”

3. These two are used together in Matthew 24.30.  But the interpretation of this is disputed. (AD 70 or end of history?) 

4. The use of Daniel 7.13

a) as already noted, Daniel 7 is used in Revelation 1.  See the following instances

- God sitting on throne 

1.4   

Dan 7.9

- heavenly beings around throne 
1.4

Dan 7.10b

- SM’s universal rule


1.4-5

Dan 7.13-14

- saints and kingdom 


1.6, 9

Dan 7.18, 22, 27a

- SM on clouds


1.7

Dan 7.13

- book and judgment


1.11

Dan 7.13

- heavenly figure and environ-t
1.12-16    
Dan 7.9-10  

- seer’s emotional distress

1.17a
      
Dan 7.15

- seer given interpretation

1.17-20     
Dan 7.16-17

b) as already noted, the usage of Dan 7 words in Rev 1  is not necessarily strict and precisely the same as that in Daniel 7 itself

c) the main ways in which “behold he is coming with the clouds and every eye will see him” could be understood in Rev 1 are: 

1. Every eye will see the event of enthronement – his ascending in the clouds to receive a kingdom. 

This would correspond to Dan 7’s strict usage

But this has already happened – at the ascension. 

2. Every eye will understand the fact of Jesus’ enthronement

But they will see HIM

3. Jesus will come in judgment in a ‘cloud-coming’ – “and there’ll be no shutting your eyes to it”
(i) in historical judgment – AD 70 

(ii) in end-of-history judgment – AD?
Conceivably you might combine 2 and 3. Jesus will come in a ‘judgment cloud-coming’ and by this you will understand his ‘cloud-coming enthronement.’ 
d) The other ‘cloud comings’ of Revelation which may be relevant are:

1. Rev 10.1 – the mighty angel comes down to announce judgment 

2. Rev 14.14-16 – the Son of Man comes down to execute judgment

5. Use of Zechariah 12.10

a) Used in John 19.37:  “another Scripture says, ‘they will look on him whom they have pierced’”

· this matters a lot for understanding Rev 1.7 – it is in John 

· this does not matter a lot for understanding Rev 1.7

· mourning isn’t mentioned

· the emphasis is upon the pierced​ 

· it refers to a looking which takes place at the cross whereas Rev 1.7 is about a looking which takes place later

b) What is the mourning? 

Is it repentance to life or the bitter anguish of judgment?   (Osborne says, "deliberate ambiguity", p.69) 

· Zechariah 12 seems to be repentance (though there is something of anguish under judgment there too) 

· it cannot be the mourning of repentance to life if the coming involved is at the end of history
· the only other Revelation use of the word (koptō - middle) is in 18.9 and is probably the anguish of those under judgment (other NT Mt 11:17, 24:30, Lu 8:52 23:27) 
6. Who is the ‘every eye’? 

- must be determined by context

7. Who are ‘those who pierced him’? 

· those who drove in the nails 

· the Jews of Jesus’s generation who rejected him

· “the Jews” collectively – “the Jewish nation”  (!) 
· everybody who rejects him  (but note the tense 3p aorist indic active)  (Osborne: "all of fallen humanity", p.70)

8. What is the relationship between 6 and 7? 

· the same group – mentioned and then more specifically described

· “kai ascensive” – every eye will see him, that is to say / even those who pierced him
9. Who are the ‘tribes of the earth / land’ ? 

· all nations?   

· but ‘tribes’ more commonly used for tribes of Israel  (Mt 19.28,  Lk 2.36, 22.30  Acts 13.21  Rom 11.1  Phil 3.5   Heb 7.13-14,   Jams 1.1) 

· earth / land – in “kings of the earth” it may well be “earth” (reflecting Gen 12, Ps 2) but elsewhere (and especially given the option of kosmos and oikumene it is probably “Land” in the book of Revelation) 

So far: 

A1. Jesus is coming in ‘cloud-coming’ judgment

i. AD 70

ii. all through history

iii. some specific time in the future before the end of history 

iv. at the end of history 

A2. Jesus is coming to the Father to receive a kingdom

i. AD 70

ii. all through history

iii. some specific time in the future before the end of history 

iv. at the end of history 

B1. And every eye will see him, even those who pierced him

i. the soldiers at the cross will see him

ii. that Christ-rejecting generation of Jews will see him 

iii. all Christ-rejecters through history including those not born when Christ  was pierced or the statement was written will see him 

C1. And all the tribes of the land/earth will wail in repentance to life on account of him

i. that Christ-rejecting generation of Jews

ii. all Christ-rejecters through history

iii. people from all nations

C2. And all the tribes of the land/earth will wail in anguish under the judgment he executes

i. that Christ-rejecting generation of Jews

ii. all Christ-rejecters through history 

iii. people from all nations

This coming is going to be soon: 

Rev 1.1 – the things that must soon take place

Rev 1.3 – for the time is near 

Rev 5.11 – rest a little longer

Rev 22.6 – what must soon take place

Rev 22.7 – I am coming soon 

Rev 22.10 – do not seal up for the time is near (cf Dan 12.4) 

Rev 22.12 – behold, I am coming soon

Rev 22.20 – surely, I am coming soon. 

Conclusion

DF’s view – A1.i    +     B1.ii   +   C2.i

That is,  “Christ is coming in a ‘cloud coming’ judgment in AD 70  (soon, the time is near) and the Christ-rejecting generation of Christian-persecuting Jews will see him and will wail in anguish at the judgment he executes.  Jesus had already told his disciples (Matt 10.23) and the apostate high priest (Matt 26.64) that this was what would happen to this terminal generation of Jews who had asked for Jesus’s blood to be upon their heads and who had filled up the measure of their prophet-slaying ancestors. And he had said that this would happen to the generation which killed him. (Matthew 23.29 – 24.35)”

Statements of other views: 

Beale: 

“Therefore Christ’s coming in 1.7 and elsewhere in the Apocalypse is understood better as a process occurring throughout history; the so-called ‘second coming’ is actually a final coming concluding the whole process of comings.” 

Mounce: 

“impending advent of the victorious Christ and the response of a hostile world to the revelation of his universal sovereignty” 

R Thomas: 

1.7 speaks “of Christ’s future coming and the events surrounding it …  When he returns all will see him, especially those of Jewish extraction whose ancestors were so close to the events of his crucifixion. That will generate tears of despair for unredeemed humanity as he judges an unrepentant world with a severity unparalleled in history. Remaining chapters of revelation elaborate on that punishment.”

More on these views / arguments: 

A quick (and possibly jaundiced) summary of Beale on 1.7  (pp.196-98): 

Para 1:

Is Dan 7 and Zech 12.

Pare 2:
Which are both used in Matt 24.30.  “both passages concerned the common theme of God’s end-time defeat of Israel’s enemies.”

Para 3:
John universalizes the language – “every eye / those who pierced” means all believers from all the nations

Para 4: 
The mourning is the mourning of repentance not of that of those under 
judgment

Para 5:
So it’s about repentant Gentiles at the coming of Christ – fulfilling Zech 12



But Dan 7 ref “may include the whole course of the church age”

“the same citation from Dan 7.13 in Mark 13.26 and 14.62 refers not to the final coming of Christ, but to the Son of Man’s coming in judgment of Jerusalem in AD70, and the identical combination of Dan 7.13 with Zech 12.10 in Matt 24.30 is susceptible of the same meaning, although the final parousia could be in mind.”

Para 6: 
Christ’s comings in chaps 2-3 are conditional “visitation in judgment”. 

So “Christ’s “coming” in 1.7 and elsewhere in the Apoc is understood 
better as a process occurring throughout history; the so-called “second coming” is actually a final coming concluding the whole process of comings.” 

Para 7: 
So the Zech quote cd be applied to all history too. 

Look, Jesus is coming at the end of history and, in various ways, through all history. Every believer’s eye will understand who/what he is (as the Coming One) and as those who are, in a sense, piercers of Jesus, they will mourn in repentance. 

A process-coming (climaxing in and given shape by the end of history coming); all believers; a repentance mourning. 

DF – catholic big picture view: 

Revelation is about an imminent judgment-coming of God in Christ in order to defeat his enemies and vindicate / relieve his people. 

DF – rather more detail: 

Soon – in AD 70 as it turned out – Jesus will intervene in history in a Yahweh cloud-coming of judgment, taking power, defeating enemies and vindicating / relieving his people. (This will demonstrate his Son of Man authority) …

and the “this generation” of Matthew 23-24, who at the crucifixion said, “his blood be on us and our children” will experience / witness this powerful Son of Man judgment …

and they – the terminal generation of Christ-rejecting apostate Judaism – all the tribes of the land – will wail in anguish at the torment he inflicts on them as he tears down the now defunct remnants of the old world order, dismantling the temple and internationalizing kingdom privileges. 

Problems with this view: 

a) indirect use of Dan 7.13

b) is “experience / witness judgment” the same as “see him”? 

c) isn’t the best background for “all the tribes of the land/earth” something like Gen 12.3 and therefore about the earth not the land? 

d) doesn’t wailing mourning “over / over him” require repentance-mourning not anguish-under-judgment-wailing? 

Responses: 

a) that’s fine

b) this is a problem for Beale’s view no less than this; not a big deal 

c) this is the biggest problem for my interpretation but the use of “land” elsewhere in Revelation (and, if only we noticed it in Matt 24, Luke 18.8 etc) makes it plausible

d) no – there is certainly a lament element but 18.9 shows that that does not necessarily mean repentance

Revelation 1.7

Paraphrase Revelation 1.7 in as few words as possible, clause by clause, making sure that the questions are answered in your paraphrase and that you give key objections to your paraphrase. 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds


- from where to where? 





- to do what? 







- when? 






Your paraphrase:





Objections to your paraphrase: 

1.
2.
3.

And every eye shall see him

and whoever pierced him / even those who pierced him


- what does "see" mean? 




- who are these people? 


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​


- how does that relate to "piercing"? 


Your paraphrase: 

Objections to your paraphrase: 

1.
2.
3.

and the tribes of the earth/land will wail over him

- who are these tribes of earth/land?
- what sort of wailing? 

- when will this be? 

Your paraphrase: 



Objections to your paraphrase: 

1.
2.
3.
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