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1.  Introduction 

“One of the gifts of the Revelation is to present Christ in such a way that our imaginations are enlisted by the vision (as the mind of the early church was) in tirelessly christologizing the Scriptures.  That did not mean clumsily imposing Christ on the Scriptures, but soberly discerning the lines that led to Christ.”  Eugene H. Peterson, Reversed Thunder, p.28) 

1.1 – The revelation OF Jesus Christ …   Is Jesus Christ the Revealed or the Revealer? 

· objective genitive – the revelation about Jesus Christ – the revelation in which Jesus Christ is the thing revealed

· subjective genitive – the revelation from Jesus Christ – the revelation in which Jesus Christ is the revealer

Daniel B Wallace:  Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics (pp.120-21) takes it as a “plenary genitive”: 

“Almost universally, when a particular gen is in question, commentators begin their investigation with the underlying assumption that a decision needs to be made. But such an approach presupposes that there can be no intentional ambiguity or pregnant meaning on the part of the speaker. … If both ideas seem to fit in a given passage,  and do not contradict but rather complement one another,  then there is a good possibility that the genitive in question is a plenary genitive. … In 22.16 Jesus tells John that his angel was the one proclaiming the message of the book to John. Thus the book is certainly a revelation from  Christ (hence, we may have a subjective gen. in 1.1). But the revelation is supremely and ultimately about  Christ. Thus, the gen. in 1.1 may also be an objective gen.  The question is whether the author intended both in 1.1.  Since this is the title  of his book - intended to describe the whole of the work - it may well be a plenary gen.”

The Book of Revelation is, at some levels at least, a book about Jesus. 

2.  Overview

· Jesus – 14 x

Christ – 7 x

Lamb – 28 x

· Son of God – 2.18  - is so originally.  The Sonship of Christians is dependent / derived.  Father – 5 x – 1.6, 2.27, 3.5, 3.21, 14.1   (see also 21.7) 

· Like a son of man – 1.13,  14.14

· Major revelations: 1.12-20;  5.5-14; 19.11-16

· Major images: 
Lamb; Bridegroom; Faithful and True Rider 

· First horseman in Rev 6? 

· Mighty angel of chapter 10? 

· One like Son of Man in 14.14? 

3.  The Deity of Christ 

a) Titles of God 

(i)  the Living One – 1.18 

Epexegetical of  ‘first and last’  (Aune)

cf “the living God” – Josh 3.10  I Sam 17.26, 36  Ps 42.2  84.3 Jer 10.10  etc   and the oath ‘as the Lord lives’ 

NT – Matt 16.16  Acts 14.15  Rom 9.26   2 Cor 3.3  6.16  Heb 10.31  etc 

Saying more than ‘I am the resurrected one’ – rather is ‘I am the one who possesses ‘life-in-himself’? 

cf “I was dead and behold I am alive forever” – the life that was taken from him

(ii) Holy and True – 3.7,  6.10 (God)

(iii) Alpha and Omega, First and Last, Beginning and End  

Noticed by Bauckham: 

1.8
end of prologue

God 

Alpha and Omega

connection with parousia – 1.7

1.17
beginning of vision

Christ 

First and Last

connection with new life – 1.18





21.6
end of vision 

God 



Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End

connection with new life – 21.5-6

22.13
beginning of epilogue

Christ 

Alpha and Omega, First and Last, Beginning and End

connection with parousia – 22.12

Bauckham:  “As a way of stating unambiguously that Jesus Christ belongs to the fullness of the eternal being of God, this surpasses anything in the New Testament.” (Theology, p.57) 

(iv) Lord of Lords – Deut 10.17

b) The worship of Jesus 

- who gets worshipped?   19.10;   22.8-9

worship 

4.8-11 - for creation 

5.9-12 - for redemption 

leads to 5.13-14

7.10-11    

20.6  



22.3-4 – see below 

a doxology to him –  “to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” 1.5b-6

c) Other divine functions / prerogatives 

(i) the Coming 

God – 1.4, 4.8

Christ  - 1.7 – theme

7x declares – 2.5, 2.16,  3.11, 16.15, 22.7, 22.12, 22.20 

(ii) made us to be a kingdom, priests to his God and Father – 1.5b-6

(iii) 1.14-16 – hair, voice, face – see below

(iv) 1.17 – right hand, raises,  “do not be afraid”

(v) walking among the lampstands – Adam or High Priest or God – or all of the above – 2.1 

(vi) grant to eat of the tree of life – 2.7

(vii) gives hidden manna, new name – Psalm 105.40;  God’s renaming – e.g.s 

(viii) searches hearts and minds – 2.23  cf Jer 17.10,  Ps 7.10

(ix) gives to each as deserves – 2.23,  22.12

(x) I will not blot his name out of book of life – 3.5 – Exodus 32.32

(xi) spit out of mouth – 3.16 – Leviticus 18.24-28  

(xii) reproves and disciplines those he loves – 3. 19 - Proverbs 3.11-12

(xiii) seven eyes into all the earth – 5.6  cf Zech 4.10,  II Chron 16.9

(xiv) wrath of the Lamb – reaction of wicked is that of wicked reacting to the wrath of the Lord in the OT.  Wrath in Revelation is usually that of God:  6.16  cf 11.18  14.10, 19   15.1, 7  16.19,   19.15.  See Hosea 10.8

(xv) garments and blood – Isaiah 63.1-2,   Rev 19.13

(xvi) sharing the throne of God  - see notes on “Thrones”

(xvii) faithful to his name  

2.13 – hold fast my name

2.17 – new name written on stone

3.8 - kept my word and not denied my name

3.12 – write on him the name of my God … and my own new name

7.3 – sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads

14.1 – had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads

22.4 – (see below) God and the Lamb … his name will be on their foreheads

(xviii) Word of God and/or Testimony of Jesus – 1.2, 1.9,  6.9,  12.11, 17,     19.10, 20.4 

d) God and Christ spoken of as a unity 

11.15 – singular verb  - and he shall reign forever and ever

“It may well be that “the singular comprehends God and his Christ as an inseparable unity”.”  (Beale, p.611, quoting, Holtz, Christologie der Apokalypse)

22.3 – singular pronoun

“It is not clear whether the singular in these cases refers to God alone or to God and Christ together as a unity. John … may well intend the latter. But in either case, he is evidently reluctant to speak of God and Christ together as a plurality. He never makes them the subjects of a plural verb or uses a plural pronoun to refer to them both. The reason is surely clear: he places Christ on the divine side of the distinction between God and creation, but he wishes to avoid ways of speaking which sound to him polytheistic.”  (Bauckham, Theology,  pp.60-61) 

“the two are conceived of so much as a unity that the singular pronoun can refer to both”  (Beale, p.1113) 

(6.17 – singular pronoun in some texts) 

21.22 – temple is the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb

4. 1.5 – faithful witness, firstborn of the dead, ruler of the kings on earth 
(i) Psalm 89.27, 37

(ii) moments in Christ’s redeeming work 

FW - to death 

FD - resurrection 

RK - enthronement

(iii) contrast to great enemies – the counterfeits/rivals
faithful witness cf false prophet (beast from land) 

firstborn from dead cf beast – 13.3

ruler of kings of earth – cf harlot – 17.18 

(iv) prophet, priest, king

FW - prophet

FD – priest  (remember Numbers 3.11-13 and 40ff) 

RK – king

(v) example to saints – pioneers / patterns

FW – I Tim 6, John 3.32-33,  18.37.  See esp Rev 2.13,  12.11,  14.5

FD - Lightfoot – priority and sovereignty are the two main ideas

RK – see esp Psalm 2;  saints reign – 1.6, 5.10, 20.4

Kings of the earth/land – see appendix below 
1.5, 6.15, 17.2, 18, 18.3, 9, 19.19, and eighthly 21.24 !!

5. 1.12-16

(i) Environment 

Where? – in the temple / holy place  (garden) - in Spirit / lampstand

When? – Lord’s Day – day when God visits, walks among trees

Who? – Lord’s Day,  voice,  Gardener

What? – voice like trumpet

Careful – two different “trumpets” / horns: 

ram’s horn (((((((/(((((() Ex 19.16, 20.18  Lev 25.9-10  Josh 6   Lev 23.24 + Ps 81.3

silver (((((((()  Num 10.1-10, I Chron 15.24, 16.6   II Chr 5, 13, 23, 29





both in I Chron 15.28
When used: 

· institute kingdom – Exodus 19-20 - God’s voice at Sinai – to institute the kingdom  (throne, book, no-one worthy – send Moses up – Ex 19.16, 19-20

· destroy city – Joshua 6 – Rev 8-9 

· inaugurate Jubilee – Leviticus 25.9 

· assemble for worship / march to war – Numbers 10 

· end of history – I Cor 15.52,  I Thess 4.16 

(ii) Clothing 

- Priestly 

- Royal 

Robe

relevant references either because of LXX use of same word or because of same description: 

Ex 25.6/7  + 35.8/9 – breastpiece  (EVV / LXX) 

Ex 28.27/31 – ephod

Ex 28.4,  29.5 – robe of ephod  

Ezekiel 9.2f, 11 – linen garment of the man with the writing case

Zech 3.4  - HP garments
Sash / band – as above 

Ex 28.4 – at rest then sash round chest;  when active then round waist so can gird loins

Ephod – gold (+ wool, + linen – mineral, animal, vegetable)

Sash around waist – Ex 28.29

Band around chest – Ex 28.8 – not called a ‘girdle’ but verb gird with is in Lev 8.7

Isaiah 22.15-23 – esp v.21

Shebna the previous and unfaithful steward (palace-doorkeeper = priest) is replaced by Eliakim

Eliakim receives

robe

sash

key of the house of David

He becomes a ‘throne of glory in his father’s house’

See also Isaiah 36-7 – defending the city against attacker

(iii) Figure of Jesus  - 1.14-16 

1. his head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow

Dan 7.9 – used of God 

- honour, dignity, wisdom of the mature – Ancient of Days 

- authority to judge (bestow a kingdom) – Dan 7

- holiness – Isaiah 1.18,  Ps 51.8

2. his eyes were like a flame of fire

Dan 10.6 (so this is composite … ) 

- penetrating insight – ability to judge 

- within church – 2.18

- outside church – 19.12

- the Spirit eyes of 5.6  (and see, e.g. Zech 4 and II Chron 16.9) 

3. his feet were like burnished bronze  / like bronze glowing in a furnace

Dan 10.6, Ezek 1.7 

- Daniel 3 – in the furnace with the afflicted righteous

- no shoes? 

- solid feet cf feet in Dan 2 statue

- moral purity and judgment? 

- metal man – Dan 2.35, 38  Song Songs 5.11, 14, 15 – the bridegroom of glory

4. and his voice was like the sound of many waters

Dan 10.6

- Ezekiel 43.2 – coming of God in glory to dwell with his people

- Psalm 93

- 14.2 / 19.6 – saints with same voice for same reason? 

5. in his right hand he held seven stars

- planets / constellations / Caesar coins? 

fascination with stars – don’t need to look to the stars

- if so, then sovereignty / power

- stars = angels of the churches

- Daniel 12.3

6. out of his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword 

- Isaiah 11.4,   49.2

- Psalm 149.6,  Hebrews 4.12 

- judgement of wicked and rescue of the poor

- 2.16, 19.15, 21 – battle in judgment with compromisers and evil nations

7. his face was like the sun shining in full strength

Dan 10.6 - lightning

- Numbers 6, Psalm 80.19 – the smile, light of God’s countenance 

- Judges 5.31 – enemies perish, friends exalted. 

Summary: 

1. Christ is divine

2. he is pure, sovereign

3. he sees and judges all 

4. he battles with his enemies by his Word

5. he is with his afflicted people, smiles upon them and will rescue them

6. he comes in glory to dwell with them. 

Run down each of the seven characteristics – what would it have been like as a persecuted / tempted Christian in the first century to know that this Christ was walking around the lampstands and addressing the churches? 

6. 10.1-7

7.  Moments in the work of Christ

What do we know about Christ's

· life

· death

· resurrection 

· enthronement

· reign

· return

8.  Jesus as the Davidic Messiah   (Bauckham, pp.68-9) 

· “gathers up the hopes of the OT prophetic tradition”

· “portrays a figure who is to establish God’s kingdom on earth by defeating the pagan powers who contest God’s rule”

a) “The Lion of the Tribe of Judah” – 5.5

Genesis 49.8-12


b) “The Root of David” – 5.5

c) “The Root and Descendant of David, the bright morning star” – 22.16

Isaiah 11.1

- sword from mouth – 1.16, 2.12, 2.16, 10.21

- strikes down nations – 19.15 – Is 11.4, 49.2

- judges with righteousness – 19.14,  Is 11.4

Numbers 24.17

9.  Psalm 2   (Bauckham, p.69) 

2.18

2.26-28

11.15

11.18

12.5

12.10

14.1

16.14

16.16

19.15 

And the army of the Lamb share his victory – 2.27, 14.1

‘Kings of the earth’ from Psalm 2 – what do with that if usually translate gē as “Land”? 

10.  The Lamb 

5.6

5.8

5.12

5.13

6.1

6.16

7.9

7.10

7.14

7.17

12.11

13.8

14.1

14.4

14.4

14.10

15.3

17.14

17.14

19.7

19.9

21.9

21.14

21.22

21.23

21.27

22.1

22.3

a) victim – 5.6,   5.12,  12.11,  13.8

Passover Lamb

daily offering

binding of Isaac

suffering servant

b) spiritual / military leader – 5.6,  7.17,  14.1, 4,   17.14

c) Notice that 5.6 occurs in both lists.

d) Relationship between  5.5  and  5.6-9

- conquest BY sacrificial death 

- overcomes BY suffering

- triumphs BY slaughter

"By juxtaposing the two contrasting images, John has forged a new symbol of conquest by sacrificial death"

Blood 
- 1.5-6 - from sin 


- 5.9-10 - to reign 

e) Chapters 6-7 - which will it be – be crushed by the wrath of the Lamb or be washed by the blood of the Lamb? 

11. Some other themes, passages, figures

a) Witness - see notes on spiritual warfare

b) The Bridegroom-Warrior - see notes on cities and brides


c) Letters – Christology and ethics

Exercise: 


Read one of the seven letters in chapters 2-3 and show how the way in which Christ is described at the beginning (and ending) of the letter is particularly relevant to the church as characterised in the body of the letter.  


d) Placement of the major Christological passages 

Exercise: 

What is the significance of the three major Christological passages being placed where they are – chapters 1, 5, 19? 

e) Some other figures … 

Exercise: 

What are the arguments for and against the identification of the following with the Lord Jesus Christ? 

a) The first horseman in Rev 6? 

b) The one like a son of man in 14.14-16? 

12.  How well do you know the Christology of Revelation?

The following piece is an extract from H B Swete’s The Apocalypse of John  (1902,  pp. clxi – clxii) with the supporting texts from Revelation removed. Re-insert the supporting texts – at least one for each line. 

“St. John depicts with great fulness His [Christ’s] relations to the Church, to the world and to God. 

a) To the members of His Church the ascended Christ is all in all. 

He loves them, 

He redeemed them, 

and He has made them what they are, a new Israel, a kingdom of priests. 

His ascension has not separated Him from them; He is in their midst, regulating all the affairs of the Churches; 

removing, 

punishing, 

guarding, 

giving victory 

as He sees fit. 

From Him are to be obtained all spiritual gifts and helps; 

from Him are to be expected the final rewards. 

The martyrs are His witnesses, 

the saints His servants. 

He penetrates the inner life of the faithful; He leads them on, and they follow Him. 

They keep the faith of Jesus, as they keep the commandments of God; 

they share His sufferings, and expect His kingdom. 

b) In the creation Jesus Christ holds the foremost place.

He is its beginning and its goal; 

He receives its tribute of praise. 

In human history he is supreme: 

He alone is able to open, one after another, all the seals of the Book of Destiny;

He is the Ruler of the kings of the earth;

He was born to rule the nations with the iron-tipped rod of the universal Pastor of men; 

the greatest of Emperors is His vassal, 

and the day will come when the Augustus and the meanest slave in his empire will tremble alike before His victorious wrath. 

The Apocalyptist foresees an empire more truly oecumenical than that of Rome, in which Christ shall reign with God. 

c) What is the relation of Christ, in His glorified state, to God? 

1) He has the prerogatives of God. 

He searches men’s hearts; 

He can kill and restore to life; 

He receives a worship which is rendered without distinction to God; 

His priests are also priests of God; 

He occupies one throne with God, 

and shares one sovereignty. 

2) Christ receives the titles of God. 

He is the Living One, 

the Holy and the True, 

the Alpha and the Omega, 

the First and the Last, 

the Beginning and the End. 

3) Passages which in the OT relate to God are without hesitation applied to Christ, e.g 

Deut x.17

Prov iii.12

Dan vii.9

Zech iv.10. 

Thus the writer seems either to coordinate or to identify Christ with God.
Appendix – “Kings of the earth/land” 

I think that the book of Revelation is about Jesus coming in judgment in AD70 to dismantle and destroy the now perverted remnants of the old, Jerusalem-centred order.

And one of the ways of helping people to give this sort of reading a try is to suggest that every time they come across the word gē, which in many translations is rendered "world", they read it as "Land" - referring to the home and embodiment of what used to be Israel, those who have been persecuting the saints and against whom the Beast will shortly turn.

Then, in turn, one of the arguments against the sort of reading of the book that I hold to is that this surely doesn't work when (eight times) we come across the phrase "kings of the earth". Who are these meant to be? And if tēs gēs (the earth/land) in this phrase does not refer to the "Land" but rather to "the earth" then doesn't that jar with the implied claim in the paragraph above? 

The kings of the earth (hoi basileis tēs gēs) appear either as the enemy or as defeated/subjected in 1.5, 6.15, 17.2, 17.18, 18.3, 18.9, and 19.19. Then their eighth appearance (21.24) is one of newness and life – a resurrection appearance. It should be noted that while EVV often translate 16.14 as “kings of the earth”, in fact the phrasing is different (hoi basileis tēs oikoumenēs). In a book in which word counts are so precise, this alternate wording is no accident. 

Some "preterists", such as J. Stuart Russell and the (possibly plagiarizing?) P. G. Medd give various first century parallels in order to show that the phrase "kings of the earth" can refer to plural and generic 'rulers' within first-century Palestine  (see http://www.davidpfield.com/other/PGMedd.pdf ). That way they can consistently translate hē gē as "the Land" throughout the book.

This feels forced doesn't it?

And it feels even more forced when we notice how important Psalm 2 is for the book of Revelation and, in particular, how the phrase "the kings of the earth" (hoi basileis tēs gēs) appears there at the beginning of the Psalm. Surely, if we should turn anywhere to understand what the phrase might refer to in the book of Revelation it is to Psalm 2.

Well, I'm taking a long time to say it, but I agree that Psalm 2 is the relevant background and yet I disagree with the idea that this undermines "the Land" as the proper referent (and therefore rendering) of hē gē everywhere else in the book.

How can I do that - eat my cake and have it too?

By claiming that "kings-of-the-earth" in the book of Revelation is a "bound phrase" (I'd like to use the word "syntagm" here but I suspect it means more, other, and confusing things and using it would further reveal how dangerous a thing a little knowledge can be).

A "bound phrase" is what you put in quote marks when you want that and exactly that to turn up in a google search. Or - more relevant here - it's a string of several words which so definitely belong together that we feel the need to put hyphens rather than gaps between them.

(In NT studies, English examples might include "life-in-himself" in John 5, "Son-of-God-in/with-power" in Romans 1, "the-world-that-then-existed" in 2 Peter 3). 

So that when you come across the phrase "kings-of-the-earth" in the book of Revelation you are not meant to think, "kings ..... (which kings?) .... of the .... earth/land .... (which earth/land?) ....". Rather you are meant to think "kingsoftheearth" - you know, that's Psalm 2's way of putting "the powers and rulers who hate God, rebel against the Anointed, will be defeated and stripped of their authority and possession".

Let me exaggerate in order to explain. Someone comes to you and says, "I've done a word search on hē gē in the book of Revelation and it comes up around 70 times. In eight of those occurrences the word cannot mean "the Land" because it's in the phrase "kings of the earth" which, Psalm 2 shows, is much wider than "the Land". So, therefore, please leave off this "hē gē refers in the book of Revelation to the Land" argument for preterism - it's discredited.

The reply is now clear (I'm exaggerating, remember): Ah, sorry about that but you needed to do two searches not one. You should have done one search for "the earth/Land" and then a separate search for "the-kings-of-the-earth". You can look up "kings" in the lexicon and you can look up "earth/Land" in the lexicon but you should know that you can also look up the "word" "kings-of-the-earth" - it has its own separate entry.

"Kings-of-the-earth" is a bound phrase and thus it is neither necessary nor even to be expected that its component parts will behave inside the phrase in the ways that they do when they appear elsewhere outside of the phrase. 

http://davidpfield.blogspot.com/2006/10/kings-of-earth.html
~~~~~~~~
And a couple of supplementary and complementary suggestions from Matthew Mason, in correspondence: 

· Is it possible that Joshua (esp chap 12) provides the background to this phrase in Revelation?  Jesus as Joshua conquering the land, engaging in holy war against the inhabitants.  A way, in Rev, of saying Israel/Jerusalem is now no different from the pagan nations she originally displaced, in fact, that her sin is complete?  Seems to fit also with the repeated emphasis in the early chaps of Josh of the people of the land's hearts melting (cp the response to the 6th seal in Rev 6).

· I've been wondering for a while whether Isa 24 sheds light.  Seems to me that in that chapter erets is "land", not "world" (given vv. 5-13).  And God promises to punish the kings of the land in the land (v. 21), who, I take it are the highest people of the land (v. 4).  Don't know how that tracks through into exegesis of Revelation, though.  Do you think it unlikely?
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