A Preterist Reading

1.  The story of the world 
2.  The 1st century hinge of history 

3.  The “story” of Revelation 

4.  The theme of Revelation 

5.  Who is the harlot? 
6. When do the things spoken about in Revelation take place? 

7.  So Revelation is about what? 

8. A walk through the book of Revelation 

9. What does a preterist think is going on in chapters 19-22? 

10. Strengths and weaknesses of this reading 

1.  The story of the world 
1. God intends …  (think of GW’s sermons on Hebrews 2)
2. He takes the world from glory to glory through deaths and resurrections

3. That is, worlds come and go (Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Joshua-Zerubbabel) but since the fall it’s all “old world” (with various foretastes and improvements but emphatically still night time).  A new day, dawn, era, world is needed. 

4. With the fall of the First Adam, the old world was managed by angels

a. cherubim guarding the way;  angels around the throne and in the council of Yahweh

b. God known through the Angel of the Lord;  revelation mediated by angels; angels as tutors / guardians / judges - Acts 7.53, Gal 3.19, 4.1-7, I Cor 6.3,  Heb 2.2 

c. (Rev-n - angels are the agents of revelation/judgment because this is the old covenant world - if it were the end of history then we would expect men to be judging angels not the other way around.) 

5. With his life, death, resurrection and enthronement, Jesus establishes a new world

a. the kingdom of God is at hand

b. new covenant in my blood

c. if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation 

d. neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters but a new creation 

2.  The 1st century hinge of history 

But this is not simply the establishment of a new world – it’s the end of an old one too. The completed work of Jesus is the accomplishment and signal of the end of the first creation / old world and all over the NT there is reference to that generation being the end of an order. 

And it is a generation.  Repeatedly Jesus refers to judgment coming upon that generation and he promises to return and dismantle its remnants in that generation. 

Thus we find two strands woven together: 

a) that generation comprises “the last days” of the old order

b) judgment is coming on the old order in that generation 

And, in particular, redemptive-historically, this is the Jews’ “last chance” – and they blow it. Climactic judgment falls upon this generation of Jews. 

Matt 10.19-20 – persecution 

Matt 10.23 – Son of Man comes

Matt 11.20-24 – wrath on that generation 

Matt 12.38-45 – house swept clean 

Matt 21.12-17 – cleanses temple

Matt 21.18-22 – fig-tree and “say to this mountain”
Matt 21.33-46 –wicked husbandmen

Matt 23.29-36 – woes - Scribes and Pharisees

Matt 23.37-39 – 2nd lament over Jerusalem

Matt 24.1-35 (//s) – destruction of Jerusalem

Luke 13.1-5 – unless you repent

Luke 13.6-9 – barren fig-tree

Luke 18.1-8 – importunate widow

Luke 19.11-27 – parable of the minas

Luke 19.39-44 – lamentation over Jerusalem

Luke 21.5-38 – armies surrounding Jerusalem
Luke 23.27-31 – weep for yourselves

John 3.1-15 – you must be born again 

Acts 2.16-20 – last days have come

Acts 2.40 – save selves from generation 

Rom 16.20 – soon crush Satan

I Cor 10.11 – end of the ages 

Gal 4 – two women 

I Thess 2.16 – filled up measure - wrath at last

I Tim 4.1-3 – last times, false teachers

II Tim 1.15 – apostasy

II Tim 2.16-18 – false teachers

II Tim 3.1-13 – last days

II Tim 4.3-4 – coming apostasy

Heb 1.2 – in these last days

Heb 2.5 – the coming age

Heb 8.13 – obsolete will soon disappear

Heb 9.26 – appeared at the end of the age

Heb 10.25 – see the day approaching

Heb 10.37 – in a very little while

Heb 12.25-29 – yet once more …shake

James 5.3 – last days

James 5.7 – coming of the Lord

James 5.9 – Judge is at the doors

I John 2.18-26 – false teachers, antichrist, last hr

I John 4.1-3 – false prophets, antichrist

II John 7 - antichrist

[Why this is not “replacement theology” or “supercessionism” because … 


- Jesus is Israel 


- faithful Israel in Christ is the core and foundation of the new world 


- Israel is redefined, not replaced.   It’s all in Romans 2, 3, 8, 10, and esp. 11] 

Note again that this dismantling and judgment of the old world happens in a generation of covenantal transition rather than in a single moment. 

· Rather like the passage from pre-flood world to post-flood world. The old world is judged and there is a transition to the new world. 

· Or the passage from the Egypt world to the Promised land world. The old world is judged and there is a 40 year transition to the new world. 

· Or from the monarchy to the restoration era – the transition of exile and new exodus. 

And during the last days of the old world there’s a transition to the new world: 

1. the foundation of the apostles and prophets is laid

2. the long-awaited mystery is revealed

- Jews and Gentiles are woven together into 

- one new man 

- one new temple



- humanity comes of age


3. the gospel is preached to the world 



Acts 2,  Col 1 etc

4. the old world comes apart (with considerable disturbance) and is finally judged


- the temple is dismantled



- Jerusalem no longer the centre of the world, is destroyed



- and this expressed in vivid decreation language in Matt 24, Acts 2, for example

5. and with this Jesus is publicly vindicated according to his own predictions

This terminal generation of the old world, the last days, is a time of upheaval during which the church herself undergoes something of the suffering / death / resurrection of Jesus at the hands of those who killed him. 

But all along Jesus has promised his people that within a generation he will judge and dismantle the old world.  As with the world before the flood or the world of the Amorite, so the old Jerusalem-centred, Israel-focussed world has reached the full measure of its sins and is due for dismembering judgment – Gen Gen 6.3, 5   15.16,  Matt 23.32-36, I Thess 2.16

~~~~
As for “preterism”, we’re all “preterists” with regard to some prophecies. “Preterist” is just “past-ist”. So we’re all preterist with regard to Micah 5 or Isaiah 53, for example. We’re all “preterist” with regard to the destruction of the temple predicted in Matthew 24. These days, though, "preterism" (or "moderate preterism") is normally used to describe those who reckon that the sorts of things described above have a lot more significance than is normally reckoned to them and, in particular, that 
· that generation constituted the "last days" of the old world – as referred to in several “last days” and “end of the age” passages

· the fall of Jersualem was a judgment-coming of Jesus (by means of Roman armies) to be compared with God’s judgment comings in Psalm 18 // II Samuel 22.1-20; Habakkuk 3 (Judges 4-5 – God as the storm god); Isaiah 19.1; Ezek 32.1-16; Nahum 1.2-8; Micah 1.3-7 … Matthew 21.40-43; Revelation 2.5, 16. 3.3

· the “decreation” language used to describe it in Matthew 24 and parallels is standard terminology of “judgment” on an old order – as seen in Is 13.9-10, 14.4, 12-15, 24.23, 34.4 Ezek 32.7-8, Zeph 1.15 Amos 5.20 8.9 ; Joel 2.10-11. 30-32, 3.14-15, for example

· this constituted a vindication of Jesus as the Son of Man and the relief for the saints which they cried out for in the fifth seal of Revelation (Rev 6)

· therefore, several NT passages widely understood to refer to the end of history (or as 'principles for the whole church era') are actually about the 1st C vindication of Jesus in the destruction of the old order

· this includes the book of Revelation
· it doesn’t mean that there are not many great unfulfilled prophecies – see below

· this is driven, in part, (and put very crudely) by taking literally what is meant to be taken literally (‘this generation’, ‘soon’ etc) and taking metaphorically what is meant to be taken metaphorically (‘sun darkened’ etc) rather than taking literally what is meant to be taken metaphorically (‘sun darkened’) and taking metaphorically what is meant to be taken literally (‘this generation’, ‘soon’ etc) 

· and as the greatest single judgment (apart from the cross) within history, it gives us the best picture available for the universal judgment to take place at the end of history. 

~~~~

[Unfortunately, there are some who think of themselves as "full" preterists but should be regarded as "hyper" preterists.   Even if a "moderate preterist" believes that a lot of the NT prophecies which are generally thought (by evangelicals) to be unfulfilled were actually fulfilled in the first century, there are still huge and clear unfulfilled prophecies which are of massive significance. Here are five which are (in various ways) denied by "hyper-preterists":

1. Jesus will return visibly and bodily and his glory will be seen by all (Acts 1, I Th 4) 

2. There will be a universal public judgment of all men (Rev 20) 

3. There will be a universal public acknowledgment of the Lordship of Jesus (Phil 2) 

4. There will be a transformation and renewal of the entire physical cosmos (Rom 8) 

5. There will be a general resurrection of the bodies of all (John 5, I Cor 15). ] 
~~~~
3.  The “story” of Revelation 

1. Prologue, vision of Christ

2. Letters to the Churches

3. Letters to the Churches

4. Throne vision

5. THE SCROLL of judgment on the old order.  (Like the scroll that Ezekiel ate - bringing bitter curses on the adulteress (Numbers 5) of old Jerusalem and speaking of a tribulation-judgment-exile on that old Jerusalem, on the other side of which a reconstituted, resurrection new Jerusalem would emerge)

6. The scroll begins to be opened - seals - but its contents are not yet revealed. Leading up to the great judgment-upheaval of  (ssshh … the fall of Babylon) there are various harbingers and foretastes of judgment-upheaval. 

7. The scroll begins to be opened - seals - but its contents are not yet revealed.  The saints are protected from the preliminary judgment-upheavals (considered as such) and brought through / vindicated after the suffering that comes upon them from those upon whom the judgment-upheavals fall. Notice, therefore, that we need to keep conceptually distinct: 

a. the Judgment-Upheaval of the Fall of Babylon / destruction of the old order

b. the judgment-upheavals which point to, prepare for and lead into a. 

c. the opposition to / persecution of the saints which happens during b. (and to some extent during a.) because those upon whom a. and b. fall hate the saints for 

i. not lining up with them 

ii. praying for the Judgment-Upheaval to come

iii. announcing that the Judgment-Upheaval will come

8. The sounding of the fanfare-trumpets is not the same thing as the announcement of the contents of the judgment-scroll but these trumpets depict the sort of thing that is coming when that Judgment-Upheaval does fall.  

9. The sounding of the fanfare-trumpets is not the same thing as the announcement of the contents of the judgment-scroll but these trumpets depict the sort of thing that is coming when that Judgment-Upheaval does fall.  

10. No more delay - the time has arrived for the contents of the judgment scroll to be read out.  But this still doesn't happen. Instead we are shown John's commissioning for the task of speaking out the judgment-scroll. At the end of the chapter we really are ready to go.

Ten chapters of "introduction". 

11. Expecting to see John (in his vision) declaring the contents of the scroll ("prophesying against" as in 10.11) we shift levels and actually see two witnesses doing so. What comes out of their mouths is the content of the scroll. It's judgment against the old order. They go through tribulation for this, are killed for announcing it and God vindicates them by raising them up and judging the city.

But when does the judgment prophesied in the scroll actually fall?   Not until chapter 16.  The end of 11 says, "so there we have it - with the judgment which the two witnesses announced we have a new world - against the worst that the enemies can do, still God will reward his own and give his servants a place in his presence."

12. The story of chapter 11 in much more detail – why does this war take place, who are the main players? 

13. The story of chapter 11 in much more detail – who, in particular, are the persecutors of the saints? 

14. The story of chapter 11 in much more detail – a threefold vision of their vindication

15. The story of chapter 11 in much more detail. 15.1-4 – they’re safe and dry. 15.5-8 – here comes the climactic judgment. Note how chapter 15 parallels the end of chapter 11

16. At last, in chapter 16 the judgment on the old world, which is the heart of the scroll's content, is actually executed in the pouring out of the bowls. The enemies can huff and puff and gather together but with the seventh bowl "it is done". (see 21.6-7) The judgment which the scroll proclaimed is found in 16.17-21:

The seventh angel poured his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" And there were flashes of lightning, voices, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as has never been since men were on the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered great Babylon, to make her drain the cup of the fury of his wrath.  And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found; and great hailstones, heavy as a hundred-weight, dropped on men from heaven, till men cursed God for the plague of the hail, so fearful was that plague. 

17. A vision chapter expanding on the fall of Babylon: "You mentioned Babylon in 14.8 and then I saw in 16.19 that the fall of Babylon was, in many ways, the great event which the whole book is about.  But who or what is this Babylon?"

18. A lament chapter expanding on the fall of Babylon

19. So by 19.1-5 the judgment-coming of God in Christ which the Book of Revelation is primarily about has happened. Babylon has been destroyed. The old order has passed. The prostitute has been judged. The saints have been vindicated and avenged. Salvation has arrived. Hallelujah.

So is this the end of all things?  Have we arrived at the final destination?  What's it like now that harlotrous old Jerusalem has been destroyed? 

19.6-10: It's a marriage, a feast, beautiful and joyous. 

But don't be too hasty.  You're still standing on the battle field. Yes, the enemy city has been destroyed, the main object of the book of Revelation's judgment-scroll has been defeated.  But some of the key warriors of the army of evil (whose plot in 16.14-15 stands in spite of the fall of Babylon) are yet to be defeated.

19.11-21: Heaven opens and out rides the Word of God and his armies.  They've come to finish the job. The enemy plot (the "Armageddon" strategy) comes to nothing as the White Horse King of Kings captures and destroys the beast and the false prophet and the rest of that rabble.

20. 20.1-10:  And their ring-leader, Satan?  Well, he gets thrown into the bottomless pit for a 
thousand years 1-3), during which time the nations can be undeceived under and by the reign of the saints (4-6).  The final installment and final proof of Satan's defeat is provided when, at the end of the one thousand years, he is released, utterly vanquished, and thrown into the lake of fire.
20.11-15: Now it's time for universal, final judgment.

21.  21.1 - 22.5: And a description of life the other side of universal, final judgment which is 
        deliberately crafted in such a way as encourages and instructs the new-Jerusalem, bride-saints-
        army along the way.

22.   22.6-21: Great, if that's where things are heading, let's get on with it. The time for the great 
         judgment to fall is near. Good.  Hurry up and come, Lord Jesus, avenge your saints, destroy the  

         harlot, throw the beast and false prophet into the lake of fire, throw Satan into the bottomless 
         pit, and let's get on with reigning and undeceiving the nations ready for universal judgment and 
         full entry into the glories of the new heavens and the new earth.

That is,  “Christ is coming in a ‘cloud coming’ judgment in AD 70  (soon, the time is near) and the Christ-rejecting generation of Christian-persecuting Jews will see him and will wail in anguish at the judgment he executes.  Jesus had already told his disciples (Matt 10.23) and the apostate high priest (Matt 26.64) that this was what would happen to this terminal generation of Jews who had asked for Jesus’s blood to be upon their heads and who had filled up the measure of their prophet-slaying ancestors. And he had said that this would happen to the generation which killed him. (Matthew 23.29 – 24.35)”

4.  The theme of Revelation 

Revelation is about an imminent judgment-coming of God in Christ in order to defeat his enemies and vindicate / relieve his people. 

This is a cloud-coming – an arrival of God on his chariot-throne in an historical judgment described in decreation imagery for the very reason that it is the end of one world and the beginning of a new one. It’s a trumpet  (destroy cursed city, enter jubilee) and a Day of the Lord (God draws near and brings covenant sanctions) phenomenon through which God’s people, though they suffer at the hands of those who hate them, are preserved. 
It is a coming of God (1.4, 1.8,  4.8,  11.17, 16.5)  and yet it is Jesus who comes (compare Matt 21.40-46)
The Land-dwelling tribes who killed Jesus won’t be able to escape and they will wail in anguish at his arrival. 

5.  Who is the harlot? 

See notes on this. A city which 
- has been in covenant with God 

- is where the Lord was crucified

- is a “great city”

- is filled with the blood of the prophets and saints is shed

- God destroys in answer to his distressed people’s prayers

- when judged, is like a mountain being thrown into the sea

- is split in 3 and is distinguishable from the cities of the nations

- rides the beast and is then destroyed by the beast
- is adorned like the High Priest and trades in the temple materials
- is contrasted with the new Jerusalem

6. When do the things spoken about in Revelation take place? 

Soon … 

Rev 1.1 – the things that must soon take place

Rev 1.3 – for the time is near 

Rev 3.10-11 – hour of trial that is coming on the whole oikoumene to test the land-dwellers. I am coming soon
Rev 5.11 – rest a little longer

Rev 22.6 – what must soon take place

Rev 22.7 – I am coming soon 

Rev 22.10 – do not seal up for the time is near (cf Dan 12.4) 

Rev 22.12 – behold, I am coming soon

Rev 22.20 – surely, I am coming soon. 

7.  So what is Revelation about? 

The upheavals and afflictions intensify in the 60s with the Jews inciting the Romans to persecute the church. Things look desperate. The church cries out in helplessness to Jesus to come and vindicate himself and them and to relieve their suffering so that the new world of a bound Satan, spreading gospel and growing church (the kingdom) can continue to leaven the whole lump, grow into a huge tree, etc. 

Jesus says, “Hang in there, I’m coming very soon now.  And in the meantime, let me explain to you the things that are happening and what is about to happen.”  Announcement of judgment/deliverance which also constitutes a warning and encouragement to the church for the ages to follow. 

And that is what the book of Revelation is about. 

In Chilton’s words: 
“As a whole, the Book of Revelation is a prophecy of the end of the old order and the establishment of the new order. It is a message to the church that the terrifying convulsions coursing throughout the world in every sphere comprised the final "shaking of heaven and earth," ending once and for all the Old Covenant system, announcing that the kingdom of God had come to earth and broken Satan's hold on the nations. In the destruction of Jerusalem, the old kingdom, and the Temple, God revealed that they had been merely the scaffolding for His eternal City, His Holy Nation, and the most glorious Temple of all.”   (David Chilton, Paradise Restored, chapter 19)

8. A walk through the book of Revelation 

Chapter One

Introduction to the book

1.1-3 – the nearness of the events spoken about  (+ nearness material from elsewhere) 

1.7 – the theme of the book 

Vital importance of right view of Christ in his vindication and glory 

Encouragement and pattern for the church 

Chapters Two and Three

Situation in the various churches and Jesus’s response

Jesus will come to sort out city-churches where there is unfaithfulness (2.5,  2.16, 3.3)

And will come to fellowship with repentant – 3.20 

Hour of trial is coming up the world … but Jesus coming soon – 3.10-11

Not to fear; hold on; deal with false teachers; keep pure; keep humble; love Jesus

Huge promises to those who overcome – by doing above

Imagery relates to periods of OT history suggesting wider application but also reinforcing the point that the church is the True Israel. In many ways the rest of the book is an illustration, explanation and confirmation of the contents of these letters. 

Chapters Four and Five 

Throne scene showing the sovereignty of God over all history. Similar to the throne scene of Ezekiel which is in prep for judgment v Israel and which is associated with the scroll of judgement. 

The Lion has conquered as slain Lamb and now opens the scroll.  Scroll of judgment

The throne of God is at the centre of all things and is the source of universal authority. Christ approaches this throne and comes to share it. A glad recognition of the worth of God and of the Lamb for works of creation and redemption is the appropriate response. 

This scroll plays a large part in the book: 

· the seals undo it - 6

· the trumpets herald it (sort of describing the contents but not authoritatively announcing them) – 8-9

· the witnesses are to speak it – 10-11

· the bowls implement its judgments - 16

Though the seals and trumpets are not, in themselves, the executive proclamation of the Judgment, there are important parallels between them and the Judgment itself. Thus we find overlap and spiralling and intensification in the images used in the three main series (seals – 6,  trumpets – 8-9,  bowls – 16).  All three describe what 

· prepares or

· leads up to 

· characterizes

· explains the impact of 

· (and finally) constitutes

the Destruction-of-the-Old-Order-Judgment of AD70

Chapters Six and Seven  

Seals – preparing for and leading up to the Great Judgment we have: 

· gospel conquest??

· bringing interpersonal conflict

· and religious disruption / famine (depends on the image) 

· and Death

· meantime, the persecuted saints cry out for relief / vindication – told “a little while longer”

· so judgment comes upon the old order

But during this time, the saints are sealed / preserved and their perseverance through to glory is guaranteed and displayed. 

The pleas of the saints, then, are heard and result in the blowing of the seven trumpets. 

Chapters Eight and Nine

Trumpets give a characterization and description of the End-of-the-World-Judgment - heaven-sent judgments echoing the plagues on Egypt, representing the affliction and destruction of those who persecute God’s people, and in particular the casting of the temple-kingdom into the Gentile dispersion, the release of Satan and his hosts into Israel, the disruption of their governments and the subjection of the nation to demonic madness. None of these judgments lead to repentance. 

Chapters Ten and Eleven

Just as between the 6th and 7th seals there was a vision to show the Lord’s protection of the church and her ultimate vindication, so between the 6th and 7th trumpets there is a vision to show the Lord’s purpose for the church and her ultimate vindication. 

The church receives from Christ a message for the nations, is protected by God for the purpose of delivering that message but persecuted for doing so and then vindicated by God both in the success of their mission and in the blowing of the 7th trumpet announcing the arrival of the new world (which is the accomplishment of the mystery no longer to be delayed (10.6)).   The message itself is that of the end of the old world and the arrival of the kingdom. 

Chapters Twelve to Fifteen 

A series of visions giving further heavenly perspective upon the events being described in the book. 

· 12 – the conflict between Christ and the Devil followed by the persecution of the church

· 13 – the forces against the church – Nero-embodied persecuting Rome and high-priest embodied false prophet 

· 14 – the victorious army of the Lamb described, three messages assuring the saints of the victory and then a two-fold harvest (which is which?) 

· 15 – with the church ‘harvested’ we see her destiny – rest in the presence of God, entry into the tabernacle. As the saints go in, the angels with judgments go out. 

Chapter Sixteen

Bowls of God’s wrath are poured out which are even more like the plagues against Egypt, which give no break between 6th and 7th and which represent the real thing – the intense and final judgment falling upon Jerusalem/apostate Judaism in the late 60s and in the siege of Jerusalem / destruction of the temple.  In spite of the fact that 17 and 19 tell us more about the distinction between Beast and Babylon (17 that the Beast destroys Babylon and 19 that the judgment of the Beast follows that of Babylon), here their common evil and their judgment is undistinguished.  Persecuting Rome and the Jewish authorities still harbour war against God – they intend a final battle. But the city itself (7th bowl) comes to its end. 

Chapters Seventeen and Eighteen

This is now filled out – the harlot city is fully described, along with her relationship to the beast. Jerusalem “has forsaken her rightful husband and is committing fornication with pagan rulers, worshiping Caesar, "drunk with the blood of the saints"; the holy city has become another Babylon. God issues one final call for His people to separate themselves from Jerusalem's harlotries, and abandons her to the ravaging armies of the Empire. At the sight of the utter ruin of apostate Israel, the saints in heaven and earth rejoice.” (Chilton)  And her fall is described in greater detail along with laments which confirm that this really is the end of an era.  The millstone is thrown into the sea. 

Chapter Nineteen

The people of God rejoice that this great judgment has fallen and with the harlot having been judged, the wedding of the Lamb has arrived and blessed are all who are invited to it.

9. What does a preterist think is going on in chapters 19-22? 

What do preterists do with the end of the book – is it  all  about AD 70? 

19.11-16

Heaven is opened.  Last time it was opened it was so that John could go in.  This time it is so that the Faithful and True One may come out – riding out with his armies.  He is a Word and blood conqueror who rides through the ages in Psalm 2 gospel conquest. 

19.17-21

First thing he meets as he rides out are beast and kings of the earth and false prophet who have destroyed the harlot (17-18) and are now gathered together for the mother of all battles (remember 6th bowl).  But they are swept aside in an instant and thrown into the lake of fire. 

So now harlot has been destroyed by the beast and the beast and false prophet have been judged / overthrown.  The only remaining enemies are 

1. the dragon and 

2. death and hades. 

The dragon is dealt with in two stages. 

20.1-6 – see Matthew Mason’s paper on Acorn

20.1-6

First he is thrown into the pit for 1000 years. This is the entire gospel age and during it the saints reign with Christ and the nations are converted.  

20.7-10

At the end of the this period he is to be released for a little while  - but only for the purpose of being judged. 

Beale sees chiastic structure something like this: 

A.  judgement of the harlot  (17.1 – 19.6) 


B. the divine judge  (19.11-16) 



C. judgement of the beast and the false prophet  (19.17-21) 




D.   Satan imprisoned for 1000 yrs  (20.1-3) 




D´.  The saints reign/judge for  1000 yrs  (20.4-6) 



C´. the judgement of Gog and Magog  (DF – better, the devil)   (20.7-10) 


B´. the divine judge (20.11-15) 

A´. vindication of the bride  (21.1-22.5) 

So, yes, Witherington right that “The sequence of preliminary judgment, millennium, final judgment, new heaven and new earth in Rev 19-22 must be taken seriously.”  If think that 19.11ff are the second coming then you ought to be premill-t. Beale argues from above “that 20.1ff does not chronologically follow 19.17-21” but the recognition of the pattern does not necessarily imply this at all.  

Another way of interpreting the chronological implications of the pattern is this: 

· A, B, C,  are AD 70 judgements and they are paralleled by the A´, B´, and C´ judgements at the end of history. 

· There is a chronological progression.  While the harlot of saint-persecuting Jerusalem and the beast of Nero-personified Rome and the false prophet of high-priest personified Jewish religion are destroyed in AD 70, the personal evil force behind them all, the devil, does not suffer the same judgement until the end of history. 

· AD 70 and end of history judgements are therefore parallel.  Or maybe AD 70 could be seen as a type of the end of history judgement. 

· The use of “1000 years” for both 20.1-3 and 20.4-6 suggests that if any two parts of this schema are synchronous it is these two. 

And just as there has been a tiny period between the definitive completion of Christ’s work with cross, resurrection and enthronement and the full entering into gospel history (the generation of covenant transition between AD 30 and AD 70) so there will be a tiny period between the release of Satan and his final and complete judgement. Thus: 


A.  The completed work of Christ at his first coming – AD 30 

- cross, resurrection, enthronement of Jesus 



B. Tiny period of covenant transition – AD 30 – 70 





- blending of Jew-Gentile church 

- gospel to whole world





- last days of the old world / "preliminary judgment"





- destruction of temple - vindication of the Son of Man 




C. Huge period (1000 yrs) of gospel age





|
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C. Satan bound for 1000 yrs 
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C. Saints reigning for 1000 yrs
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|




C. Huge period (1000 yrs) of gospel age 



B´. Tiny period of Satan’s final rebellion – end of history minus not long





- Satan released





- gathers for battle, surrounds saints





- fire from heaven consumes


A´. The completed work of Christ at his second coming - end of history 





- Satan completely and finally judged

· And if this is how it is then the restraint of the devil and the reign of the saints together describe the gospel era – the whole of history. And the period leading up to AD 70 may be a type or model for the rest of history.  Throughout history there will be spiritual warfare, persecutors, slanderers, false teachers, the need to persevere, the privilege of prayer and praise, victories by suffering, preservation in affliction, gospel conquests across the nations, judgments of God, inspections by Christ of his churches in various places etc etc. 

20.11-15

This is therefore the judgement at the very end of history. With the harlot judged (17-18) and the beast and false prophet thrown into the lake of fire  (19) and the dragon thrown into the lake of fire (20.10), all that remains is that Death and Hades and those not written in the book of life should also be thrown into the lake of fire. 
21.1 – 22.5

Which leaves a description of the city-bride, new Jerusalem.  Spiralling from outer to inner: 


- new heavens and earth


- new Jerusalem


- the walls


- the city 


- the centre – the throne of God and the Lamb

This tells us what the world will be like when the new Jerusalem has come down from above and heaven and earth have married – at the end of history.  But since the church is already the bride, invitations to the wedding feast have already been issued and received, the saints are getting dressed up in their fine linen, the martyrs are already reigning in heaven and the saints on earth etc etc, the city is described in such a way as will bring home to the readers the privileges and responsibilities NOW of membership. This may be the kingdom in its absolute consummated fullness but it has been definitely announced already and thus its features are to be understood and experienced and lived up to even now. e.g. kings bringing glory in, healing of the nations etc. 

Chilton again: “a vision of the Church in all its glory, comprehending both its earthly and its heavenly aspects. The Church is revealed as the City of God, the beginning of the New Creation, extending a worldwide influence, drawing all nations into itself, until the whole earth is one glorious Temple.”

22.6-21

Epilogue, closing exhortations etc. 

Jesus is coming soon – 22.7, 12, 20 

In contrast to Daniel 12.9, the events of Revelation are close at hand – 22.10

And in view of the major foci of the book (1. the end of the old world at AD 70 and 2. how things will be with the defeat of evil) right responses are urged. 

10. Strengths and weaknesses of this reading 

Why? 
1. Inadequacy of the alternatives

2. Identity of the harlot and beast 

3. Soon, quickly, time is near, a little while longer, about to come …  

4. Cloud-coming and decreation imagery

5. Rest of NT about judgment on Jews/Jerusalem

6. Rest of NT on last days 

Six reasons - I am not completely sure!

Why not? 

1. Who is the land-beast / false prophet? 

2. Chapter 17.8-12

3. What's the exact relationship between the three series and the AD 30-70 period? 

4. By the sequencing of the last 3 chapters, am I shifting genre? 

5. What is the "fall" of the beast and false prophet (which must surely be simultaneous)? 

6. Do these catastrophic and dramatic events in Jerusalem really shake the world of the Asia Minor churches - do they need to or is the covenantal upheaval where it's at? 

Six problems - I am not completely thrown by these
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